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CURRICULUM VITAE
Name: Alaka M. Basu
Current Position:
Visiting Scholar, Department of Sociology, Cornell University, Uris Hall, Ithaca NY14853
Tel: 607-255-1247. E-mail:  ab54@cornell.edu
And Senior Fellow, United Nations Foundation, Washington DC.

Areas of Specialization: Population Studies, Reproductive Health and Family Planning, Gender and Development, Child Health and Mortality, Culture and Demographic Behavior.

Courses Taught:
Inequalities in Health and Survival (Cornell University)
Theories of Reproduction (Cornell University)
Qualitative Methods in Health and Population Research (Harvard School of Public Health)

Gender and Health (Cornell University, Georgetown University)
Population Dynamics (Cornell University; Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India)
Population and Development (Georgetown University)
Sexual and Reproductive Health, Rights and Justice (Cornell University, new course for Spring 2022)

Some Recent Activities

Theme convener for ‘Culture, Ethnicity, Race, Religion and Language’ for the General Conference of the International Association for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP) Dec 2021

Seminar at the South Asia Program, Cornell University, May 2021

Talk on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights to Women’s Resource Center, Cornell University, Sept. 2021
Invited Panelist at Women’s Empowerment: Data for Gender Equality (WEDGE) seminar May 2021

Interviewer for and adviser to Cornell Fulbright Fellowship applicants for South Asia,  2021-22
Member, Selection Committee, Cornell Population Center Rhodes Fellowship 2021-22

Invited Panelist for special session on South Asian Demography: 75 Years After the Empire at the forthcoming Annual Conference of the Population Association of America, Atlanta, April 2022.

Education

1. B.Sc. (Microbiology Honors) from the University of Bombay, India 

2. M.Sc. (Biochemistry) from University College, University of London 

2. M.Sc. (Medical Demography) from the Centre for Population Studies, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, University of London 

4. Post-graduate Degree in Journalism from the Bombay College of Journalism, University of Bombay 

Work Experience

1. Professor, Department of Development Sociology, Cornell University, January 2007 to July 2022.

2. Senior Fellow, United Nations Foundation, Washington, DC; since January 2013
3. Adjunct Professor, Georgetown University, Washington DC, July 2015 to June 2016
4. Visiting Professor, Centre for the Study of Regional Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, Sept. 2010 to July 2012 (on leave from professorship at Cornell University)
5. Associate Professor of Demography, Department of Sociology, Cornell University, July 2002 to December 2006.
6. Director, South Asia Program, Cornell University: July 2002 to June 2008

7. Visiting Professor, Center for Social Medicine and Community Health, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India, Jan. to June 2007
8.  Visiting Associate Professor, Harvard Center for Population and Development Studies, 9 Bow Street, Cambridge, MA 02138, Aug. to Dec. 2004  

9.  Senior Research Associate, Division of Nutritional Sciences, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY; Sept. 1994 to June 2002

10. Visiting Lecturer, Harvard Center for Population and Development Studies, 9 Bow Street, Cambridge, MA, Sept. 2001 to June 2002. 

11. Scholar-in-Residence, Committee on Population, National Research Council, National Academy of Sciences, Washington, D.C., from September 1998 to August 1999

12. Senior Fellow, Institute of Economic Growth, New Delhi, India, from February 1991 to August 1994.

13. Visiting Scholar, Office of Population Research, Princeton University, Princeton, from November 1989 to January 1991
14. Consultant, National Council of Applied Economic Research, New Delhi, from Jan. 1983 to Oct. 1989

Affiliations in Cornell Departments: CIPA, FGSS, South Asia Program, CPS, CIS
Other Activities

Editor, “Policy Briefs’ of the Sociology of Development Section of the American Sociological Association, since 2019 (https://www.asanet.org/asa-communities/sections/sociology-development).
Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Population and Development Review, 2008- 

Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Asian Population Studies, 2004-

Member, Editorial Board, Geneaology
Member, Editorial Board, Pakistan Journal of Development Economics, 2018 -
Invited Speaker at the 7th International Parliamentarians’ Conference on the Implementation of the ICPD Program of Action (IPCI), Parliament of Canada, Ottawa, 22-23 October 2018   http://ipciconference.org/
Member, Guttmacher-Lancet Commission on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, since 2016
Member, Board of Trustees, Population Reference Bureau, Washington DC, since October 2015.
Member, Expert Panel for the UNFPA on “Population Dynamics in the Post-2015 Development Agenda.

Member, Technical Advisory Committee for the JRD Tata Awards instituted by the Population Foundation of India, New Delhi. 2010- 
Member, The Kolkata Group: The Kolkata Group is an independent initiative inspired and chaired by Nobel Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen. Once a year, it brings together participants drawn from various fields to explore the many inter-connections between inequality, deprivation, human development, and democracy. Its special focus has been on examining ways of advancing people’s health and education. The organisations supporting the Kolkata Group are UNICEF India, Professor Sen’s Pratichi Trust, and the Harvard-based Global Equity Initiative. 2001-
Member, Social Sciences Jury for the Infosys Prize, 2010

Member, Nominating Committee of the Population Association of America, 2017

Member, Nominating Committee, International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, Sept. 2009 to June 2013.

Member, Editorial Advisory Board, International Family Planning Perspectives, 1994-2000. 
Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Health Transition Review.

Member, Board of Trustees, Population Council, New York, July, 1999 to June 2008.
Member, Board of Directors, Population Association of America (PAA), 2004-2007

Member, Governing Council, International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP), 1998-2001; 2002-2005.

Member, Selection Committee for the American Sociological Association’s Otis Dudley Duncan Award for Outstanding Scholarship in Social Demography, 2005-2007.

Member, Working Group on Population and Development, Center for Global Development, Washington D.C., Feb. to June 2005.

Member of the Global Science Panel on Population and Environment set up by International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), the International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP), and the United Nations University (UNU).
Reviewer for the World Bank’s Gender and Development Awards for the Global Development Network.

Member, Panel on Population Projections, National Research Council, National Academy of Sciences, Washington, D.C.,

Chairperson, IUSSP Scientific Committee on Anthropology and Demography, 1992-1996.

Member, Panel on Reproductive Health, National Research Council, National Academy of Sciences, Washington, D.C.

Consultant to the Asian Development Bank, Manila, on their “Emerging Asia” Project, 1996-98.

Member, Expert Group on Women and Population set up by the United Nations in preparation for the World Population Conference of 1994.

Recipient of the Population Council mid-career Fellowship for 1994-95.

Member of the Working Group on Population and Family Planning set up by the Planning Commission of India for the Eighth Five Year Plan.

Reviewer of papers and proposals submitted to several academic and policy journals/organizations and external examiner for PhD theses submitted to several universities. 
Occasional referee for tenure/appointment decisions for several departments in Cornell as well as in other universities (including Cornell Law School, Cornell Division of Nutritional Sciences, Cornell History). 
Field experience

1. Rural Economic and Demographic Survey: This was an all-India survey conducted by the National Council of Applied Economic Research, New Delhi. In the 1980s I was actively involved in it at the stages of project planning, field training and preliminary data analysis.

2. Culture, the Status of Women and Demographic Behavior: This was a longitudinal study of the cultural correlates of demographic behavior. Done when I was at the National Council of Applied Economic Research in New Delhi, it looked at differentials in fertility, child mortality, and (especially) sex differentials in child mortality, in two culturally distinct groups of households, one from North India and the other from South India. The project was funded by the Overseas Development Administration, U.K., and I was completely responsible for all stages of it – planning, execution, data analysis and report writing. A book based on this study was published by Clarendon Press, Oxford, England; several papers on it have also appeared in journals.

3. Household Impact of Adult Morbidity and Mortality: I was the Project Director of this field study on the micro-consequences of adult incapacitation and death, done when I was at the Institute of Economic Growth in Delhi. The study was designed as a means to gauge the potential impact of a rise in AIDS in Asia. It was funded by UNDP and the Asian Development Bank and resulted in a report as well as some research papers.

4. Cultural Diffusion and Fertility Change: This was a field study in Bangladesh and the state of West Bengal in India to understand some of the ways in which a sense of common cultural identity fosters interaction between two groups and facilitates changes in world-views as well as behavior. It was particularly interested in the ways in which women’s status and autonomy are amenable to change and can in turn affect social and economic change when underlying conditions are conducive. The study was funded by the Rockefeller Foundation in New York and I was the Principal Investigator. Several papers based on this study have been published in leading journals.

5. I also have considerable field experience in India, gathered during studies sponsored by the Indian government to evaluate ongoing projects or design new ones.

Publications


BOOKS
Culture, the Status of Women and Demographic Behaviour: Illustrated with the Case of India, Oxford; Clarendon Press, 1992

(edited with R. Jeffery), Girls Schooling, Women’s Autonomy and Fertility Change in South Asia, New Delhi, Sage, 1996

(edited with P. Aaby), The Methods and Uses of Anthropological Demography, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1998

(edited), The Social and Political Context of Abortion, Greenwood Press. 2003
PAPERS
With Sneha Kumar (2022), “Bride Price, Dowry and Young Men Killing Time: An Essay on Marriage Postponement by Men in India”, Population Studies, https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00324728.2022.2080858
With K. Basu and J. M. U. Tapia (2020) “The complexity of managing COVID-19: How important is good governance?” in Brookings, Washington, DC, Reimagining the Global Economy: Building Back Better in a Post-COVID-19 World.  https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-complexity-of-managing-covid-19-how-important-is-good-governance/
 
(jointly with the other Commissioners) Accelerate progress—sexual and reproductive health and rights for all: Report of the Guttmacher–Lancet Commission, The Lancet 391(10140): 2642-2692, May 2018, https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)30293-9/fulltext
“If American women have it so bad, why should India’s women not “not join” the labor force?”, 

n-iussP (IUSSP’s online newsmagazine), Jan. 2016.  http://www.niussp.org/2016/01/18/if-american-women-have-it-so-bad-why-should-indias-women-not-not-join-the-labor-forcepour-les-indiennes-comme-pour-les-americaines-integrer-le-marche-du-travail-nest-p/
“The Merry-go-round of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals”, n-iussP, Feb. 2016

http://www.niussp.org/2016/02/01/merry-go-round-uns-sustainable-development-goalsle-tourbillon-autour-les-objectifs-de-developpement-durable-des-nations-unies/

“And now it is Zika, Sex and Reproductive Health”,  Economic and Political Weekly, 2016.

(with S. Desai), “Middle Class Dreams: The Rise of One Child Families in India”,  Asian Population Studies, 2016

(with K. Basu), “The prospects for an imminent demographic dividend in Africa: The case for cautious optimism, in Célestin Monga and Justin Yifu Lin (eds), The Oxford Handbook of Africa and Economics: Context and Concepts, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2015.
"Demography for the Public: Literary Representations of Population Research and Policy", Development and Change, vol. 45, no. 5, (pages 813–837), 2014
“The vocabulary of Reproductive Health’, in Andrzej Kulczycki (edited), Critical Issues in Reproductive Health, Springer, 2013
“The demographic dividend revisited: The mismatch between age based and economic activity based dependency ratios”, Economic and Political Weekly, vol. XLVI, no. 24, Sept. 2011
“Mass schooling, empowerment, and demographic and economic outcomes: a note of dissent”, Vienna Yearbook of Population Research, vol. 8, pp. 25-29. 2010.

“Over-demonizing the international population movement”, Population Studies, vol. 63, no. 2, pp. 187-193, July 2009

Situating Reproductive Health Within the Academy, in L. Reichenbach and M. J. Roseman (edited), Reproductive Health and Human Rights: The Way Forward, Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press, pp. 182-195, July 2009
"(Mis)counting HIV/AIDS in India", Asian Population Studies vol. 4, No. 2,  July 2008

“Gender, Leisure and Empowerment”, Asia-Pacific Population Journal, vol. 21, no. 2, August 2006.
“The Emotions and Reproductive Health”, Population and Development Review, March 2006, vol. 32, no. 1, pp. 107-121.
“Reproductive Health Advocacy” in E. Braunstein and S. Atwood (eds), Trade Liberalization and Reproductive Health, London: Zed Press, 2006.

Entries on "Population Policy" and "Infant Mortality" in the Oxford Companion to Economics in India, New Delhi, Oxford University Press, March, 2006

“Ultramodern contraception: Social Class and Family Planning in India”, Asian Population Studies, Nov. 2005, vol. 1, no. 3, pp.303-323.


"The Millenium Development Goals Minus Reproductive Health: An Unfortunate, but Not Disastrous, Omission", Studies in Family Planning, June 2005, vol. 36, no. 2, pp. 132-134
(with R. Stephenson), “Is a little learning never a dangerous thing? Maternal education and the proximate determinants of infant and child mortality”, Social Science and Medicine, August, 2005, vol. 60, no. 9, pp. 2011-2023
“The Squabble that Never Ends: Religion and Fertility in the 2001 Census of India”, Economic and Political Weekly, Sept. 2004,, vol. 39, n0. 39, pp. 4294-4296.
(with S. Amin). “Popular perceptions of Changing Health and Mortality: Evidence from a Qualitative Study”, Population Studies, Nov. 2004

“Towards an understanding of the emotions of the population of 2300”, in United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, World Population to 2300, New York, UN Population Division, 2004.

(with G. Koolwal), “Two notions of female autonomy and their implications for reproductive health” in   ORC Macro,  A Focus on Gender: Collected Papers using DHS Data, Washington, D,C,. Macro International, 2004 
Entry on “Women’s Health in South Asia” for the Routledge International Encyclopaedia of Women’s Studies, 2003

“On the Prospects for Endless Fertility Decline in South Asia”, Population Bulletin of the United Nations, 2003

Entry on ‘Caste and Demographic Behavior” for the Macmillan Encyclopedia of Population, 2003.

(with Kaushik Basu), “Gender discrimination in the workplace: Facts, basis and policy response” in W. T. Kosanovich (ed), Improving Labor Market Opportunities and Security for Workers in Developing Countries, Washington, D.C., U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of International Labor Affairs, 2003.

“Why does education lead to lower fertility? A critical review of some of the possibilities”, World Development, 2002

(with S. Amin and R. Stephenson), “Spatial variations in contraceptive use in Bangladesh: Looking beyond the borders”,  Demography,  2002

‘Postmodern contraception: The rise of traditional methods of birth control among upper class women in India’, Discovering Normality in Health and the Reproductive Body, Northwestern University, Feb. 2001.

(with S. Amin),  “Some preconditions for reproductive change in the two Bengals: History, culture and an openness to innovations”, Population and Development Review,  Dec. 2000

“Fertility decline and worsening gender bias in India: A response to Irudaya Rajan et al”, Development and Change, Dec. 2000.

 “Gender in population research: Confusing implications for health policy”, Population Studies,  March 2000.

"Women, poverty and demographic change: Some possible interrelationships over time and space", in B. Garcia (ed), Women, Poverty and Demographic Change in Developing Countries, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 2000.

“Fertility Decline and Increasing Gender Imbalance in India: Including a possible South Indian Turnaround”, Development and Change, 1999

"Poverty and AIDS" in M. Livi-Bacci and G. Santis (eds), Demography and Poverty, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1999.

"Women's Education, Marriage and Fertility: Do men really not matter?", in C. Bledsoe and J. Casterline (eds), Women's Education and Fertility in Developing Countries, Washington, D.C. National Academy Press, 1998.

(with Peter Aaby), "Introduction", in A.M. Basu and P. Aaby (eds), New Approaches to Anthropological Demography, Oxford, Clarendon Press,  1998.

"Anthropological Insights into the Links Between Women's Status and Demographic Behaviour: The Notion of Hypergamy", in A. Basu and P. Aaby (eds), New Approaches to Anthropological Demography, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1998.

"Anthropological Demography in the understanding of the determinants of child mortality", in G.W. Jones, J.C. Caldwell, R.M. Douglas and R.M. D'Souza (eds), The Continuing Demographic Transition, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1997.

"The new International Population Movement: A framework for a constructive critique", Health Transition Review,  1997

"The `politicization' of fertility to achieve non-demographic objectives", Population Studies, 1997.

With D.B. Gupta and G. Krishna, "The household impact of adult mortality and morbidity" in D. Bloom and P. Godwin (eds), The Economics of HIV and AIDS, Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1997.

"The Demographics of Hindu Communalism", in K. Basu and S. Subramanium (eds), Unravelling the Nation: Sectarian Conflict and India's Secular Identity, New Delhi, Penguin, 1996. 

"The International Conference on Population and Development: What about men's rights and women's responsibilities?", Health Transition Review, 1996.

(with R. Jeffery), "Introduction", in R. Jeffery and A.M. Basu, Girls' Education, Female Autonomy and Fertility Change in South Asia, New Delhi, Sage Publications, 1996.

"Female Education, Autonomy and Fertility: What do these words mean in South Asia?", in A. Basu and R. Jeffery (eds), Girls' Schooling, Female Autonomy and Fertility Change in South Asia, New Delhi, Sage Publications, 1996.

"Maternal Education, Fertility and Child Mortality: Can One Disentangle some of the Interrelationships in Words?", Health Transition Review, 1994.

"How Pervasive are Sex Differences in Nutritional Status in South Asia?", Social Biology, 1994.

"Family Size and Child Welfare in an Urban Slum: Some Disadvantages of Being Poor but `Modern'", in C. Lloyd (ed), Fertility, family Size and Structure: Consequences for Families and Children, New York, The Population Council, 1993.

"The Gender Gap in Health and Survival", Economic and Political Weekly, Oct. 1993

"Cultural Influences on the Timing of First Births in India: Large Differences that Add up to Little Difference", Population Studies, 1993.

"The Status of Women and the Quality of Life Among the Poor", Cambridge Journal of Economics, 1992.

"Women's Economic Roles and Child Health: An Overview", Proceedings of the Expert Group Meeting on Population and Women organized by the Population Division, United Nations, in Botswana in June 1992.

(with K. Basu), "Women's Economic Roles and Child Survival: Illustrated with the Case of India", Health Transition Review, 1991.

"The Demand for Children in India and its Sociocultural Context", in J. K. Satia and S. Jejeebhoy (eds), The Population Problem in North India, New York, UNFPA, 1990 and Bombay, Oxford University Press, 1991.

"Sociocultural Influences on Child Health in a Delhi Slum; And in what way is urban poverty preferable to rural poverty?", Proceedings of the Health Transition Workshop on Cultural, Social and Behavioural Determinants of Health; What is the Evidence?, (edited by John C. Caldwell and Gigi Santow), Canberra, Australian National University, 1990 

"Cultural Influences on Health Care Use When Accessibility is Held Constant", Studies in Family Planning, 1990

"Is Discrimination in Food Really Necessary for Explaining Sex Differentials in Childhood Mortality?", Population Studies, 1989

"Cultural Differences in the Status of Women in India" in A. Bose and P.B. Desai (eds), Population Transition in India, Monograph prepared for the 21st IUSSP International Conference, New Delhi l989
(with R. Sundar), "The Domestic Servant as Family Planning Innovator: An Indian case study", Studies in Family Planning, l988

"How Economic Development can Overcome Culture: Demographic change in Punjab, India", Population Research and Policy Review, 1988

(with K. Basu), "The Greying of Populations: Concepts and measurement", Demography India, 1987

(with K. Basu and R. Ray), "Migrants and the Native Bond: An analysis of micro-level data from Delhi", Economic and Political Weekly Annual Number, 1987

"Household Influences of Childhood Mortality: The evidence from mortality trends", Social Biology, l987; also reprinted in J. Caldwell, G. Santow and P. Caldwell (eds), Cultural, Social and Behavioural Determinants of Health: Selected Readings, Health Transition Centre, Australian National University, 1990

"On the Possibility of a Poverty Induced Fertility Transition: Birth control by assetless workers in Kerala, India", Development and Change, l986

"Young Women and Technological Change: Another aspect", in P. Visaria and P.Shingi (eds), Youth and Society, Ahmedabad, Indian Institute of Management, 1986

"Family Planning and the Emergency: An unanticipated consequence", Economic and Political Weekly, 1985

"Ignorance of Family Planning Methods in India: An important constraint on use", Studies in Family Planning, 1984

(with R, Chabra), "The status of women in India", in L. Futehally (ed), Women's Status in the Third World, Bombay, Jaico Publishers, 1982

"Family Planning: The numbers game goes on", Economic and Political Weekly, 1981

A series of blog posts on the website of the United Nations Foundation: http://unfoundationblog.org
Book reviews and short articles (including interviews) in several publications, including Population Studies, American Journal of Sociology, American Anthropologist, Population and Development Review, Indian Journal of Social Science, Indian Economic and Social History Review, Manushi, The Times of India, The Statesman, The Economic Times, The New York Times, Washington Post, Le Monde, BBC, PBS, The Economist magazine, Indian television channels. I am also a fairly regular contributor to the serious and light columns of leading English language national newspapers in India, including, for two years, a regular column on gender issues and population issues in the Economic Times, New Delhi, and currently, a less regular column in The Telegraph India and The Hindu, India. 
A few recent newspaper publications:
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/reading-between-the-lines-as-language-is-co-opted-7060674/
https://thewire.in/rights/india-population-control-policy
https://indianexpress.com/article/express-sunday-eye/women-resistance-caa-protests-jamia-millia-islamia-jnu-aishe-ghosh-6219828/  (interviewed for this piece by its author)
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/women-empowerment-in-india-female-labour-force-national-gdp-growth-5998094/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/my-life-and-work-the-new-functionally-non-literates-6066367/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/women-empowerment-in-india-female-labour-force-national-gdp-growth-5998094/
https://www.telegraphindia.com/opinion/speaking-truth-to-the-powerless/cid/1694474
https://www.telegraphindia.com/opinion/the-demography-of-free-time/cid/1465476
https://www.telegraphindia.com/opinion/learn-some-crucial-lessons/cid/1217040
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Choked-by-the-Global-Gag-Rule/article17113186.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/reading-between-the-numbers/article19253860.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/cousins-under-the-skin/article23375833.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Giving-Africa-its-due/article14994088.ece
https://thewire.in/rights/minority-women-rights
http://globaldaily.com/climate-change-water-and-gender-some-unusual-connections/
Named invited lectures include the Gopu Kumar Memorial Lecture at the Centre for Development Studies, Trivandrum, India (December 2013), the Mari Bhat Memorial Lecture at the International Institute for Population Sciences, Mumbai (January 2014) and the Tenth Annual Vandeveer Chair Public Lecture at the University of Southern Illinois, Carbondale, (March 2014) and three talks at the Wilson Center in Washington DC..
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